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NoYember 30, 2012,

The HOIVJI'IIble Julius Oenachowski
Clminllllll
Federal CommUllic.liolls C<>mmission
445 12th SlreeI,SW
WlISbingIon, D.C. 20SS4

Dear Chairman OonIlchowskl,

We s1roIqJIy believe !bat maintainIn& robust diversity~Of• ownersb.lp is fundametipl to
preservina the SlmIIthofour democncy. Broadcatl . ~olltilwes to be the primary source,
by far, for local_in OOIIUI1unities _ the DaliOll. owacrsbip oflocal television IIld
radlo IllItiolIs Is~ in too few hinds, dl'Vtl'Slly III tbreItened, _ when pro81'llllllll1na
cIeeisioDs are JIIIIde b)' Jarse media comp8iues &om IlimdIllds ofmiles away, COY" bf local
_ can become either dlIulcd or aqIecled. !
Congress t8Skecl you willi a mmlate to Jll'OIIlOlc localism F'i diWrslty in America's broadcs..
system. While the CIlmlIlt media ownersbip rules have not completely lICbleved these goals, they
nonethcless remsin s bulwark against IIIIISS COOIOlidation stand to pmerve local voices.

The daIa that the FedenIl Commllllica1ions Commilllionf@l this 'M!Ck in its firIl full
usessment ofOWIIClShip ofcommen:ial brosdcast radio ·teleYlMlllllions indicates !bat
ownenbip by women aDd minorities remains at~ low levels. W_ own just UDder
seven perceat ofs1I fuII-power commercial radio end te • broadcaIt mons. while I'IICIaI
aDd ethnic minorities COIItroI only five percent ofthese stations and eight pereent oftbese
radlo stations. I

While the Intemet bas msturcd signific:sntly in IeCelIt 'it does DOt yet solve this problem.
IDlJlOitanll:y. we SliU bave DIlDy CODStitumts inour swes rely solely on TV IIld J'IIlio
broadcast media for news and Information. A.ca>J:diDc to _ Pew study. 74 pereeal ofldu1ts
JIlt their local_ intbrmatIOD from their local TV news •on, 51~&om radI~

brosdcasts. and SO perceat liom local DeWSJlIIPC1'S. Even citizens bavc the oppc!I1lIIlity to
consume aews over the Intemet, they COtltinlle to Idy 00 websites oftheir local brolIdCllllen
and~ for information about their OOIIUIlunities. VUl~ ofraponclca18
tepOI'Ied samplinamultiplc local- sources - an lICtivi that would be~ itthelr
community bad oaIy ODe media 0WIlCI'. Furtbennore. e and minority ownen hlIwbeen
historics1ly IIl1denepresented in the ownersbip ofradio television SIIlions.



I

For Ibese - and OIhers, in 2008, the Senate pusedE· Joint Resolution 28 diIapprovina
the rule submiUe4 by the FCC which would have allowed·· tlonal COIllIOlidalion ofbro8dl:llt
media ownership. The resolution bad 27 COIpOIISOrs, iDel a IlIlIIlber ofus as well as tho
cunent Presidclltand Vice-President. In 2011, tho U.S. C«urt ofAppeIls for tho "I'hiM Cil'Cllil
rejected Ibe FCC's move 10 relax. ownershiprules~... .the FCC 10 evalU&le the iJIIpId
ofIlly rule chan.. on female and minority 0WIlerB~-l~ lIlY changes.

DespIte 1be Oltimnoly low IeveIa offemale and minoriE' 'p, we UDdersIand thaUbe FCC
is qaln COIIIiclering relaxation of its cross-o'Vlllef&hip •which include limits on ownersbip of
television slatlons IIIlI newspapers III the same market. • chaIIges appear 10 be very similar
10 the rule rbanees that former FCC Cbalrman Kevin JlI'OPOICCI in 2007 and that the
public, 1be Senate and a fecIeraI appeals court reso~rejected. It is 0111' \lllderslandina thaI a
vote on tbis latest round ofproposed owoenbip rules CIIIr expecIed before the end qf tile yar.

The recently released FCC data requires funher study, bU11it is a welcome aasessmeDI ofmedia
owaersbip levels. While it speab 10 the clIIJeIIt realities ollbis indusay, it unf0rtunat8ly does
IlOl address the impact of the proposed IUle changes on brtjadcast oWDmhip diversity. We are
coacemed that this lack of impect lIIIlysis fails 10 meet the requlmnenta of tile Third Ci:cuil's
order,and moreover thaI diversity ofownership will be nell&tively impacted by the proposed rule
chaqes. Past reRarCh shOWl that minority comm1lllities ale the OIIC$ harmed most by iUrtber
COlIIOIidaticII and in pII'ticuIar by Iooeen!n& 1be prohibicIqas onCfOSI-OW8erBIti.

~~Boxer
U.S. Sen.sor

Tom Harkin
U.S. Senator

lld4.. ,,·c -
Bernard Sanders
U.S. SeDatnr

~ILL·

I

We respcctfuIIy request that the FCC IlOl proceed with its ProPosed rule changes wilhout
providine a clear, evidenoe-based respmsc 10 m- concetjls, not onJy because it is required by
the Third Ci:cuit's rulin&o but also in light of1be signiti . public objection that bas
accOOlpllllied past allempts to change thb rulc. 1'IllIIIky~ yourau.ltion ID tbis matter.

i
iSiDcerely, '
\

Patty~ ~~
U.S. Senator



u.s. Seaator

cc: ConmIlssiOller McDowell
C.oonnjesiOller Clyburn
Commlssioner RoIenwo:cel
CommluiOllel' Pai

dt~_
A1F~
U.S·iSenator
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MARiACANtwELL
u.s. Senator

qt:: ..

•



Oftice oflhe Director

Federal Communications Commission
Office ofLegislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20SS4

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Boxer:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sine ely, ~

'vf\(~}

Gre uice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Oftlce oflhe Dim:lor

Federal Communications Commission
Office ofLegislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20SS4

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Al Franken
United States Senate
320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Franken:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

?:~e~G_ ~
:£lr~GUiCe
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Ofllce orllle Dinlclor

Federal Communications Commission
Office ofLegislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20554

March 5. 2013

The Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senate
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Harkin:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

2;
in erely,

~?C;.y V - ---)

Gregory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Office oflhe Director

Federal Communications Commission
Office ofLegislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20S54

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Ot1ice Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

rrelY,

"!O)Y'J~
Gregory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Oftlce orb Dileclor

Federal Communications Commission
Office ofLegislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20554

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Jeff Merkley
United States Senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Merkley:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

~C::~
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Office of the Director

Federal Communications Commission
Office ofLegislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20554

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Patty Murray
United States Senate
173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murray:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

~y' y 6~__--.._.>
Gregory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Officc orlb. Director

Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20554

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Bernard Sanders
United States Senate
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Sanders:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

I:rel~'(Vt ')
~g~UiCe
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Federal Communications Commission
Office ofLegislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20554

Office of the Director
March 5, 20,13

The Honorable Jon Tester
United States Senate
724 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Tester:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

1appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if [ can be of any further
assistance.

Sin~ereIYvb: ~

~"i"
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs



Office ofthe Director

Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs

Washington, D.C.20554

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Ron Wyden
United States Senate
223 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wyden:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission's quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if 1can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

~V¥~-~
Gregory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs
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